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recycled food-grade barrel that is designed
to sit outside. It's black plastic contains
carbon, a UV-resistant material that will not
allow algae to grow in the barrel, which
could clog the spigot and the overflow hose.
The Rain Bear also has a screw-top lid to
keep children and curious animals out and
makes it very easy to clean at the end of the
season. The lid is also recessed, which
allows rain to swirl and slow before pouring
in the barrel. This is an important feature
because typical rain barrels have flat tops,
which prevents fast-moving water from
dropping into the barrel and instead shoots
off the top of the barrel. Many flat-topped
barrels are designed for use in drier areas,
where rainfall is slow and minimal, but the
Mid-Atlantic sees heavy downpours, with
several inches at a time. A screen keeps
mosquitoes and large debris from getting
into the barrel and a large overflow hose
helps divert excess water out of the barrel
to a garden or other vegetated area. A
second overflow hose can be attached or
the barrel can be linked to another to
capture excess water. The brass spigot is
located at the base of the barrel to provide
access to all the water. One inch of rain on
1,000 square-feet of rooftop yields 623
gallons of free rainwater. Whether that runs
to a barrel, garden, or to the nearest storm
sewer is up to the homeowner.

The ICPRB received a grant for $4,410
from Chesapeake Bay Trust to offset the
cost of 90 barrels and the Town of
Middletown supported the project by
providing workshop space and handling
the barrel sales. The ICPRB collected data
from barrel users over the summer and
based on a core group of participants,
concluded that the barrels have the
potential to collect about 31 to 38 percent of
the stormwater that falls on rooftops. During
heavy downpours, such as the one that
dropped about five inches of rain over a
two-day period last summer, the core group
collected only 300 of the possible 8,095
gallons. However, when only one-eighth an
inch of rain fell over a week, the core group
collected 120 of the possible 130 gallons.
This data indicates that rain barrels are
effective at collecting rain, but are more
beneficial when installed with a rain garden
or other vegetated area that can accept
excess rain water diverted from the barrel
once it is filled. Then, barrel water can be
dispersed slowly as needed over the
landscape during drier days.

Xeriscaping, or landscaping with
drought-tolerant plants, and Bay-Wise
landscaping are two ways to transform vast
expanses of lawn into diverse, drought-
tolerant, often native, gardens. These
gardens are planted with hardy shrubs and
perennials that can withstand the periodic
downpours and long stretches of drought
that are part of the region’s normal weather
patterns. But, a coifed lawn is often what

homeowners
want.
Reasons for
the vast
expanses of
turf range
from
believing
that a lush
lawn is a
healthy lawn
to believing
that shrubs
will bring
vermin into
the home.
Neither are
true. Lush
lawns often

B. Duggan

A rainbarrel in action.

require
heavy
fertilization and many gallons of water to
keep them green. Many homeowners also
spray for weeds, making the turf a
monoculture not suitable for animals other
than Japanese beetle grubs. Lawns must
also be mowed weekly in the summer,
which can increase air pollution and
compact the soil. Shrubs and perennial
plants provide food and cover for many
animals, including birds, insects, and small
mammals. Offering a diverse food source
and shelter keeps animals happy in their
natural habitat and not in our basements.
Other ideas to replace turf include planting
hummingbird and wildflower gardens. Each
of these gardens is well-suited to accept
overflow water from rain barrels and will
benefit from the barrel’s rainwater during
drier days, limiting the amount of turf that
must be mowed, fertilized and watered with
municipal water sources.

The demand for Rain Bear barrels was
so high that ICPRB decided to continue the
project in 2007. The ICPRB is partnering
with ThorpeWood, an environmental
education center in Thurmont, Md.
ThorpeWood will provide storage and
workshop meeting space and volunteers to
help assemble the barrels before the
season begins. Beginning March 1, anyone
can register to get a rain barrel by filling out
the online form at www.potomacriver.org.
Barrel purchasers must also register to
attend one of the ten workshops at
ThorpeWood. Each workshop will last two
hours and will help new barrel owners
learn how to install and maintain barrels
and how the barrels can be used in the
landscape. The workshop will also include
information about Bay-Wise, xeriscaping,
hummingbird, and wildflower landscapes.
Barrels will be available for pickup
following each workshop.

For more information about rain barrels
or other ways to conserve water and
improve water quality, visit
www.potomacriver.org/get_involved.htm.



Pennsylvania Group Honored for Protecting

Water Source

The Land Conservancy of Adams
County received the 2006 Source Water
Protection Award for Pennsylvania from the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) Region 3 for their outstanding efforts
in using land conservation to protect Marsh
Creek, the primary drinking water source for
the Gettysburg Municipal Authority (GMA).
Marsh Creek joins Rock Creek to form the
Monocacy River, which flows through
Maryland before emptying into the Potomac
near Frederick, Md. The rural basin is
undergoing intense development pressure
in both states.

The award is bestowed for leadership
and commitment to protecting drinking
water sources used by public water
systems. The Conservancy was selected for
their Marsh Creek Watershed Protection
Project, which involves the permanent
protection of large land parcels via
conservation easements within the Marsh
Creek source water area. The basin
includes a surface-water intake and some
wells that typically serves about 12,000
people in historic Gettysburg and portions
of two surrounding townships, although the
population swells in the summer when the
majority of two million annual visitors come
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to the National Military Park. Project
partners include GMA, the Adams County
Conservation District, the Adams County
Office of Planning and Development, and
Watershed Alliance of Adams County.
Through conservation easements, the effort
has protected more than 1,000 acres of
land and two miles of stream banks. For
more information, contact the conservancy
at skuhn@adamscounty.us.

This and other efforts to protect source
water throughout the watershed are
supported by a basin-wide group, the
Potomac River Basin Drinking Water
Source Protection Partnership. Composed
of water suppliers, state agencies, and
other organizations, and coordinated by
ICPRB, the partnership promotes protection
on a number of fronts. The group held its
annual meeting in Gettysburg, and visited
some sites where the conservancy has
worked. For more information, visit
www.potomacriver.org/water_quality/
safewater.htm.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID

Rockville, MD
Permit No. 800

Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin

51 Monroe St., Suite PE-08
Rockville, MD 20850

Printed on recycled paper with soy-based ink

Address Service Requested
November/December 2006



	name: Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin
	title: Nov./Dec. '06 Reporter Newsletter
	jobnumber: 50218 - Part 1 - Item # 413564
	numberproof: 1st
	purchaseordernumber: C Dalpra
	projectcoordinator: Maria Pfefferman
	size: 11" x 24" (2 pages / 1 sheet)
	stock: 70# Springhill Cream
	quantity: 15,000
	ink: PMS 476 / PMS 476 (Please confirm.)
	folding: 6" x 11" Double Parallel HO
	perfs: None
	other: N/A
	delivery: EU Data/Mail
	comments: 
	changesize: 
	changestock: 
	changequantity: 
	changeink: 
	changefolding: 
	changeperfs: 
	changeother: 
	changedelivery: 
	approved1: Off
	approved2: Off
	approved3: Off
	newfile1: Off
	output2: Off
	output3: Off
	signoff: 
	customerdate: 
	yes: Off


